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Masquerader 

at large... 
on the 
TRAIL TO 
SIERRA VERDE 
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After several weeks, in the ranger 



WHAT'S THE LATEST 
ON THE SOUTHERN 
EXPRESS TRAIN 
ROBBERY. JACE 7 



OUR WANTEP 
POSTERS ARE 
BEGINNING TO 
GET RESULTS 1 
MAYBE THIS WASN'T 
THE P£=£f£CT Cfi/MB 
AFTER ALL • 




OFFICE.. 
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THOSE STOLEN GOLP PIECES HAVE 

TURNEP UP IN SPRING ROCK. RBP 

SAND, AND JUNCTION CANYON ' 

LOOK6 AS IF JOE "THE ACTOR", 

BARKER ANP HIS GANG ARE THEN THEY'LL 

HEAPIN6 FOR NEW MEXICO*. LIKELY PASS 



TOO BAP WE 

PON'T HAVE 

ANY RANGERS 

THERE ' 



WE W/LL. HAVE I GET 
YOUR THINGS PACKEP 1 
WE HIT THE TRAIL THIS 
AFTERNOON ! 





NOT NET i TAKE A LOOK 

what's the at this rewarp 
trouble? poster! everv 
you look one op those 
upset; ^coins is patep 
,890 and markep 
with an x... fresh 
prom the mint! we've 
left a trail a blimp 
man coulp 

P0UOW! 





HOWDY, STRANGERS! COULP I 
INTEREST YOU IN SOME TICKETS 
FOR THE RODEO THIS SATURDAY 
EVERYONE IN TOWN IS 1SOIN6! r 

W Ml «T ' " ^ 


\how 

MUCH 
/ARE 

-/they, 

SHERIFF? 
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TWO POLLARS APIECE i 
THE MONEY GOES FOR 
AGOOP CAUSE I WE'RE 
RAISINS FUNP5 TO BUILP 
A NEW JAIL! , 


THAT /& A 
GOOP CAUSE! 
HERE'S A TEN- 
SPOT '. WE'LL 
TAKE FIVE 
M TICKETS! 
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'5CUSE ME , GENTS! I COULDN'T HELP NOTICING THAT 
YOU WERE STRANGERS'! I CAW LET YOU IN ON A 
FORTUNE IF YOU WANT TO INVEST A SMALL SUM 
LIKE SAV-A HUNDRED 
*~j DOLLARS 




I HAVE PLENTY OF/ GRU3- 
CLAIM5 OUT THERE I STAKE! 
IN THE HILLS '. ALL 1 —, - — 
INEEP ISAJWMU. *< 
5TAKE! HOW ABOUT I ~ < 
FIFTY DOLLARS? 



HOW MANY TIMES HAVE I 
WARNEP YOU ABOUT TAKING I 
ADVANTAGE OF STRANGERS? 
NOW LEAVE THESE GENTS 
ALONE BEFORE I RUN 
YOU IN! 




LET ME KNOW IF HE PESTERS 
YOU AGAIN I IT'S MV JOB TO / 

PROTECT HONEST CITIZENS (THANKS! 

FROM PEOPLE LIKE AMU/ 




VOU KNOW.. -THAT SHERIFF BACK THERE 
JUST GAVE MEAN I PEA! SINCE WE CANT 
CASH ANY OF THOSE GOLP COINS WE GOT 
IN THE ROBBERY, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO 
GET SOME MONEY: 



NO. ..THE BANK 1 . THE SHERIFF SAlP 
EVERYBODY IN TOWN WILL BE AT THE 
ROPEO ON SATURDAV \ THAT OUGHT TO 
LEAVE THE LOCAL BANK W/PF OFF// 
FOR US! 




JUICKLV THE OLD MAN EXPLAINS, 



5ON0U SEE... I HAVE CLAIMS 
ALL OVER TEXAS, AND NO 
VARMINT'S &ONNA GRAB 'EM 
FROM ME! I COULDA' 
WINGEP VOU IF I UN- 
WANTED! I OUST Y I 
TRIED TO SCARE [ J 
VOU OFF/, 




1 Minutes later... ■ 






■ WHAT WAS I 


f AN EXPLOSION 
1 OF SOME KINP! 
i LETS GET INTO 
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THEV'BE SPLITTING UP, 1 I'LL FOLLOW THE ONE ■ 
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BEP THE HORSE? 
POWN WHILE I 
PUT A POT 
COFFEE ON 



POP...VOU'KE CRAZY! \OH,NO? VOL) 

WE'RE NOT INTERESTED HAP VOUR 
__ -JN ^OUR CLAIM 1 . CHANCE TO BUY 

.sS^L^-, ■ — — J IN WITH ME i 

1 ' NOW IT'S too late: 
SO SET OUT OF HERE! 
60 ON... SCAT! 




For the next two pavs, joe barker 
practices his pisguise... 




WE'VE BEEN RIDING THESE 
MILLS FOR TWO PAVS AND 
HAVEN'T SEEN A TRACE 

OF BARKER'S GANG ! 

THEY'RE PROBABLV t 

IN NEW MEXICO 

1 ^ N0W " '=Sffl 



MAVBE SO.. .BUT 
WE'RE GOING TO KEEP 
LOOKING UNTIL WE FIND 
OUT! THAT FELLOW WE 
CAPTUREP WOULDN'T 

GIVE US ANV 

INFORMATION! 



5AV,.. THERE'S SURE! ITS THAT 
SOMEONE! CAN OLD PROSPECTOR 
VOL) MAKE OUT WHO'S LAID 
WHO IT IS ? r— > CLAIM TO HALF 
OF TEXAS! HE'S 
HEAPED THIS WAY! 





THE KINO YOU 1 VOU SURE HAP THE RIGHT 
TIPPEP US OFF HUNCH ! WE SOT ONE OF 
ABOUT... THE THEM RIGHT AFTER THEY 

ONES IN ROBBEP THE BANK'. 

STARKTON [ 




..BUT SOMSrW/VG'S WRONG! OLD 
GRUBSTAKE CAME IN WITH SOME NUGGETS 
JUST NOW. ..AND LOOK HOW HE SIGNED 
HI5 NAME ! CHARLIE GREENHILL ! WHY 
WOULD HE PO THAT WHEN 
HIS REAL NAME IS ^ LET'S GO OVER 

CHAPl/E iWLTe&S? TO THE SANK AND 




ME.TOMPKINS. ..I'VE A NUNCH THAT 
WASN'T GRUBSTAKE WHO (TAME IN 
HERE 1 I'LL SET IT WAS JOE "THE 
ACTOR" BARKER, PLAYING ONE OF 
HIS PARTS A6AIN: 



YOU MEAN... 

IT WASN'T 

GRUBSTAKE 

AT ALL 7 




EVIPENTLY THEY'RE HOLDING 
GRUBSTAKE WHILE BARKER 
MASQUERADES A5 HIMJ BUT I 
GRUBSTAKE MUSTVE GIVEN 
JOE A FAKE NAME SOTHAT 
MR. TOMPKINS WOULD 6ET r 
SUSPICIOUS - 



NO I WE STILL WOULDN'T HAVE THE 
WHOLE GANG ... OR THE REST OF THE 
GOLD PIECES ! BUT NOW THAT WE'RE 
PRETTY SURE HE'S STILL CLOSE 
AROUND ( WE'LL LET REP APAMS 
TELL US WHERE '. LISTEN. 




COME ON OUT, REP! YOUR HORSE 
IS OUT SACK ! I'LL HOLP THE 
SHERIFF WHILE YOU MAKE YOUR 
, GETAWAY 




AS SOON AS REP APAMS HAS 
A <30OP HEAP STAPT... 



:m\ 



TOWARP CIMSON FORKS! 
BUT PONT WORRY.. .WITH 
THAT MARK YOU PUT ON HIS 
HORSESHOE ,WE CAN 
FOLLOW HIM WITHOUT 
LETTING HIM CATCH 
SIGHT OF US i 




But clay is wrong , for when they 

REACH THE ENP OF THE MARKEP TRAIL... 

THERE'S THE HORSE \ IT LOOKS AS IF REP | 
...ff/0£RLeSSS APAWIS HAS GIVEN 




THAT NAME GRUBSTAKE 
USEP... CHARLIE GREENHILL 
... THAT MIGHT BE A COPE 
MESSAGE ! HOW DO YOU 
SAY <S#e£V IN SPANISH? ' 




K SHORT TIME LATER, A5 THE RANSERS 
APPROACH, GRUBSTAKE WATCHES FOR HIS 
OPPORTUNITY THEN LURCHES BACK IK HIS 
CH6IR.CAUSIN6 THE SUN TO RKE...PT 
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[Across the street.. -_^5 


■ OKAV, RANGER! THAT'S |2 

1 AS FAR AS YOU GO! F^^K^H 
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Downstairs, joe barker panics and 
tries to make a getaway. .. 


Is' THE BOYS CAN FEND FOR psgjjj; 

PI THEMSELVES' I'M BHUJ 

& 6ETTING OUT ^____-£^^^5^ 
■ OF HERE! & ^TiPifeEaPSp 
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HOLD IT, BARKER! 
YOU'RE NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE 
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Herman Bumble stared bleakly at the barren 
landscape and sighed, "It isn't much, but 
at least it's ours!" 

"Oh, Herman!" his wife, Elosie, moaned. 
"I told you we should have looked over the 
land before we bought it!" 

"You know we couldn't afford a special 
trip from Maryland just to look at the land," 
Herman replied. "Besides, the advertisement 
said it was selling fast and I didn't want to 
lose out. That's why I bought it sight unseen 
before we moved!" 

"I- know," Rosie nodded, "but that adver- 
tisement said the land was good! Look a( 
il! It's worthless! We've been swindled!" 

"1 wondered why lhat land agent in town 
wouldn't ride out here with us," Herman 
mused. 'He sure was in a hurry to gel us 
out of his office!" 

Shrugging their shoulders, the couple set 
about to dig a well and build a cabin. 

Some weeks passed, and one day the land 
agent who had sold the property to the 
Bumbles was surprised and a little alarmed 
when Herman Bumble payed him a visit. 

"Well — uh — how's everything out at your 
place, Mr. Bumble?" he stammered. 

"Mr. Shyler, you know that land of yours 
isn'i worth a plugged nickel," Herman said, 
"and I aim to do something about ill" 

"Now hold on!" Shyler began nervously. 
"It's too late to do anything about it. You're 
just stuck with il, and you've only yourself 
lo blame for not investigating it before you 
bought it!" 

"I still aim to do something about it," 
Herman vowed. "I notice you haven't been 
able to sell any of the other sections in that 
area. I want to buy them," 

Shyler's jaw dropped open with surprise. 

"Thai's right," Herman continued. "1 aim 
to start a hotel out there, and I need the 
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rest of the land around so Ihe ■ 

be cut off. I've come to make you an offer." 

Shyler stared in disbelief, wondering how 
a man could be so stupid as to want to build 
a hotel in the middle of the prairie. 

"Why . . . sure," he exclaimed, eager for 
the opportunity to gel rid of the worthless 
land, "and you're in luck loo. I just lowered 
Ihe price on the land yesterday!" 

"That's what 1 heard," Herman grinned. 
"Let's make the deal at the bank right now." 

Still shaking his head in disbelief. Shyler 
gathered the necessary papers. An hour 
later at the bank, with the money for the sale 
safely in his hands. Shyler could no longer 
hold back his laughter. 

"I've seen eastern greenhorns do some 
mighty wild things in my time," he chuckled, 
"but this one takes the prize! Nobody will 
ever stay at a hotel in the middle of an 
empty prairie!" 

"Oh, on the contrary," the banker remarked, 
"Mr Bumble will have no "trouble keeping 
the holel filled, since it'll soon be the center 
of a brand-new town!" 

"Wh — what do you mean?" Shyler gulped. 

"When Mr. Bumble was digging a well, he 
discovered a bed of salt on his properly. 
He contacted an expert from the Earl who 
has since determined that ihe entire area 
is one huge, value il 

The banker smilec with satisfaction, "We 
are going to have one of the biggest land 
and mining booms out here you ever saw. 
and now since you've sold Ihe h ■< of Ihe 
land lo Mr. Bumble, he owns it all!'' 

Shyler's eyes clouded with anger, "I've 
■ t kedl Swindled!" 
:, now I wouldn't ?:.- I: 
jently. "You've only yoi 
blame for not investigating ihe property 
before yoi: sold it to me. Mr. Shyler!" 



Famous Texa ns 

POUNDER OF AN BMP/&F" 



At an auction of 
surplus war goods 
shortly after the 
mexican war, v0un6 
captain richard king 
invested his life 

savings of 

several hundred 

dollars and sought 

the boat he hap 

skippered during 

THE WAR . 



THE LEAKY OLD SCOW WAS BARELY ABLE 
TO NAVIGATE THE CURRENTS OF THE 
TREACHEROUS RIO GRANDE . BUT IT SERVEP 
CAPTAIN KING'S PURPOSE. 




PLIGHTING SETTLERS AND SUPPLIES UP 
THE RIVER TO TEXAS' FAR-FLUNG OUTPOSTS, 
THE TWENTY-FOUR-YEAR-OLD CAPTAIN 
SOON HAD A PROSPEROUS BUSINESS. 




Yet he also had 
a dream. from 
the first time he 
saw the uncharted 

prairie that 

rolled awav 
toward the nueces, 

known as wild 
horse desert, 

richard king 

EV1«lON£P 
FOUNDING A 
GREAT CATTLE 

EMPIRE IN 
TEXAS. 



With the money 
from his shipping 
venture, kins and 
a partner, captain 
gideon lewis of 
the texas rangers, 
established their 
first cow camp 
far inland on 
the santa 
&ertrud1s creek. 



J* 




Gradually, as finance permitted, 
they bought adjoining land, until 
their "rancho" began to spread from 
horizon to horizon. 



Unfortunately, lewis was killed in a 
gun battle. and captajn king, unable to 
handle both his freighting business and 
the ranch .called in another old friend, 
mifflin kenedy, to help him. 




THE 1 870'« WERE HARP YEARS IN TEXAS . 
THERE WAS FLOOD AND PROUGHT.ANP THEN 
THE BOTTOW PROPPED OUT OF THE CATTLE 
BUSINESS. 




But through it all. captain king kept 
building his ranch... buying more land 
and raising sheep anp horses, as well 
as cattle. 




Just when it seemed his 
dream hap been fulfilled, 
tragedy struck. his only 
50n passep away after a 
sudpen illness. 
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In A MOMENT OF DISPAIR, RICHARD KING 
DECIDED TO GIVE UP RANCHING. HE OPENED 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH AN ENGLISH SYNDICATE 
TO BUY HIM OUT- LOCK STOCK, AND BARREL. 




Arriving at the ranch, 
the englishmen clambered 
to the top of their coach 
to view, in amazement, 
the great herd of 

12,000 STEERS, 
ROUNDED UP FOR THElf? 
INSPECTION... 




But when thev overheard captain 
kins reprimanding his foreman for 
rounding up 5uch a small herd, their 
amazement turned to disbelief.. . 



AMD THEN TO DISMAY, AS CAPTAIN KINS 
VOUCHED THAT HE COULD ROUND UP FIVE 
OR SIX MORE HERDS THE SIZE OF THIS ONE! 




APCX-OG^ING FOR HAVING TAKEN UP HIS 
TIME, THE ENGLISHMEN DEPARTED, AFTER 
EXPLAINING THAT THE SYNDICATE COULD 
NOT PURCHASE EVEN THIS FIRST HERD OF 
CATTLE, LET ALONE FIVE OR SIX MOPE LIKE 
IT, PLUS 600,000 ACRES OF LAND. 



AT THAT, CAPTAIN KING LOST ALL 
DESIRE TO SELL, FOR HiS DREAM HAD 
COME TRUE.. .HE HAD BUILT AN EMPIRE 
50 HUGE THAT NO ONE COULD AFFORD TO 
1 BUY IT FROM HIM \ 




TERROR AT 
CANYON CROSSING 



In the eckcy pais of rexes, 
eaiLRoaoiNG was a hazardous 
business... 




Bur mm tex«s eansees like jace 
Pearson mo attr ms>gm on the job. 
the vaemQ man robbezs were soon 

BROUGHT TO JUSTICE... 



NICE WOEK, B0y5 .'THESE 
JASPECS WERE GOING TO 
PICK US 
CLEAN 1 
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JAC6 .' LOOK AT \ 
THOSE TRACKS .' J 
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AND PULLS NfJffP ON TH£ BSSKB '. 



TUB HUGE MEWL WHEELS GRIND TO 
A MOLT JUST INCHES ?RQ!K PISfiSTEg... 




WHO WOULP DO A THING 
LIKE THIS 2 WHATCOULP 
BE THE MOTIVE?.-. ONE 
THING SUES, SOMSON6 
IS OUT TO WRECK THE 
TRAIN I 





but you can't 
fight progress ! 
the railroads 
are hereto 
stay: 




MO SlREE I PAVE SAY5 
IF W*E CAUSE THEM 
ENOUGH TROUBLE, THEY'LL 
HAVE TO GIVE UPTHE 
TEXAS E!PGE RUN. ..THEN 
E CAM START UP OUR 
FREIGHT LINE AGAIM ! 



OWE SAYS ! WHEN NOT AS LONG AS 
ARE X0U GOING- TO I AGREE WITH HlflA , 

STOP LISTENING ^ THAT'S FOR SUBE .' 
TO PAVE? 




THIS WAV, WE MAY BE ABLE HE'LL HAVE TO 

TO STOP YOUR HUSBAND BEFORE BE PUNISHEP.. 

HE RJE5 SOMETHING HE'LL J BUT IT MIGHT 

REALLY BE SORRY FOR '. VH 50 EASIER [ 



i THOUGHT THAT OVER...ANP 
I KNOW HE'LL HAVE TO FACE 
A JUDGE FOR WHAT HE'S 
ALREAPY P0NE...BUT A 
PRISON SENTENCE IS SETTEE 
THAN 10SINS HIM. FOREVER ' 
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THIS IS WHERE THEY T SQWPMENT? 

MAPE THEIR PLANS... L 


KEPT THEIR EQUIPMENT.' ■ 
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A fcwm i les up we macK. . 

USEE'S WHERE I WE PON'T WAVE MUCH 

WE GO TO WOEK, TIME J THAT TEAIN'5 

ZEKE ! jl WJE ALONG IN ABOUT 

FIFTEEN iWNUTES ! 




A TREATy 





Texaa Rangers not only kept 
Texans at peace but also pro- 
tected them from troublemak- 
ers south of the Rio Grande. 



On one such occasion, a large number of armed Mexican 
horsemen gathered and were intent on crossing into Texas. 
Rangers, dispatched to divert trouble, soon learned that 
the group sought the return of political refugees who had 
fled across the river to avoid punishment. 
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Before advancing further, the chief of the 
Politicos shouted. "We're set to tight, but 
we'd like to know whom we are to fight!" 
The answer echoed, "Rangers, Texas Rang- 
ers!" . . . and the men lowered their guns. 




"We'll fight American soldiers, but not 
Texas Rangers! We offer a treaty!" the re- 
ply came. And so, two couriers plied back 
and forth on horseback, until terms of a 
treaty were reached between the groups. 




To conclude the transaction, five men from 
each side rode into the river to sign the 
document ... the only peace treaty ever 
signed on horseback in midstream between 
the Mexicans and the Americans. 
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nt.The Hell code etimi- 

•J(I nalPi entirely, rather than regulates, 

'.][• ohj-ctionahle malrrial, That't why 

ijf ii^ien your child buys a Dell Comic 

j][f you con be sure it contains only good £!(;■ 
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, "^^^S^jSiW. During the early days of Texas, the Rangers patrolled the 

'i^3&r~~S~~~~~ border against marauding bands of every type. Theirs 

'W r ' ^^"^ was the duty of halting lawlessness wherever it was found. 

Their reputation for courage became almost legendary. 




The Rangers of the Old West were a tough 
and hardy lot. Often their lives depended on 
their speed and accuracy with a gun. Out- 
laws soon came to fear and respect them. 



Today, the Rangers are still qualified 
marksmen, but are actually a mure for- 
midable foe of outlawry due to their use 
of modern methods and equipment. 
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In the early days, the Texas Rangers 
consisted of about 170 men. They were 
expected to patrol the entire length and 
breadth of Texas. Today, there are only 
about 50 Rangers to cover the same area. 



Modern Bangers travel even more miles 
than before. Each Hanger is furnished a 
patrol car, but buys his own horse and guns. 
The Texas Rangers are among the most 
highly regarded police forces of our times. 
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Most people think of the Texas Rangers as fighting 
plainsmen. During the Texas struggle for independence 
of 1836, however, there was one occasion whan they went 
;o sea. Tn the Bay of Copano, a company of Rangers sur- 
d a ship laden with provisions for the Mexican army. 




The Rangers quickly seized the vessel and 
forced the crew to surrender. After having 
captured the enemy, the Texans made 
ready to sail the ship to the port of Velaaco. 



Due to unfavorable sailing ci>ndni< -\ 
were forced to remain in the bap-. Before 
they were able to depart, two nther Mexican 
merchant ships also pulled into the harbor. 




The Rangers forced the captain of the cap- 
tured ship to call to the officers of the other 
ships. As they came aboard, the officers 
were taken prisoner, and soon after, their 
crews also surrendered to the Rangers. 



All three ships sailed to Velasco under 
guard of the Rangers. Upon arrival, the 
Texans delivered the ships and their 
prisoners. For this action, they were 
publicly acclaimed, "seagoing Rangers." 



